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To  the  Chairman  and  hembers  of  the 
Bridgwater  Rural  District  Council. 

nr.  Chairman,  ivirs.  Forshaw  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  rre/  Fourth  “Uinual  Report 
on  the  health  of  the  Rural  District. 

The  report  is  in  the  same  abbreviated  form  as  last 
^ear,  but  certain  vital  statistics  which  have  been 
withheld  during  the  past  few  years  can  now  be  published. 
Compared  with  1938 > the  last  year  when  a full  report  was 
presented,  there  is  a considerable  rise  in  the  birth  rate 
and  a slight  fall  in  the  death  rate. 

I would  commend  for  your  particular  attention,  the 
general  review  of  water  supplies,  and  in  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector's  Report,  the  paragraph  on  trie  subject 
of  moveable  dviellings. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Hembers  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  theii  support,  iir.  I.Txile  and  his 
assistant  for  their  excellent  co-operation,  and  the  Heads 
of  other  Departments  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant , 


G.:i.  PRINGLE. 


(1) 


STATISTICS  FOR  rHEYEKR  1944 . 


/i.rea  (acres) 

86,608 

Population  (Registrar  General’s 

estimate ) 

19,410 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  on  31s 1 

December, 

1944 

5,383 

Rateahle  value  bn  31st  December, 

1944 

£79,722 

Sum  represented  by  a Id -rate  on 

31st  December,  1944 

£ 333 

Live  Births 

Hale 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

172 

166 

338 

Illegitimate 

io 

20 

30 

182 

186 

368 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident 

population 

. 18.96 

Still  Birtns  ...  ... 

« • • a • 

. Total 

12 

Still  Birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  & still)  births 

Death  re.te  ~ Total  number  of  deaths  2^8 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estirr  ted  resident  poi^ulation  13*29 
No  comparabilit;^/  factor  ScVailable  for  1944.  The  above 
uncorrected  rate  would  probablp  be  appreciable^  lawyer 
if  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution. 


Puerperal  Deaths 


Deaths 

From  Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

From  other  Maternal  Causes  0 


Rate  per  1.000  Births 

0 

0 


Infaiitile  Mortalit.v  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 


Legitimate  14 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  p 

17 


Rate  for  all  in.iants  per  1,000  live  births 
Plate  for  all  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
le-gitimate  live  births 
Rate  for  all  illegio.mate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births  ... 

Other  Deatjas. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

" i.ieasles  (all  ages)  ... 

“ " Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  _ • 

" " Diarrhoc-  (under  2 years  of  u-ge 


46.2 

41.42 

-8-rd& 

/(JO 


34 
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Causes  of  Death  during  19^4. 


Causes  of  Death' 

■ , M 

F 

Total 

All  causes  . . .■ 

• • • 

127 

131 

258 

1.  ':^yphoid  and  para~t^-phoid  fevers 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  cough 
Diphtheria 

o.  i'uberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
7-  Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
8.  Syphilitic  diseases 
9*  Influenza 

10.  Ivleasles 

11.  ACute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis 

12.  .icute  infantile  encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesopjh.vgus  (m) 

lit  crus  (f) 

14.  C.’.nccr  of  stoni.ch  and  duodenum 

15 • Cancer  of  breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 


17*  Diabetes 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular 

19*  Heart  Disease 

20.  Other  diseases  of  the  c 


21. 

22. 


Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 


lesions 

irculatory 


system 


23^.  Other  respiratory  diseases 
24'.^ Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  " under'  2‘ years 

26.  appendicitis 

27.  Other  digestive  diseases 

28.  nephritis 

29.  Puerperal- and  post-abortion  sepsis 

30.  Other  maternal  ca.uscs 
31 • Premature  births 

32.  Congenital  malformations,  birth ' injuries 
infantile  diseases 
33*  Suicide 

34.  Road  traffic  accidents 
35*  Other  violent  causes 
30.  All  other  causes 


1 


3 


3 

4 

7 

14 

34 

2 

6 

4 
6 
1 
1 

3 

5 


3 


1 

5 

2 

12 


1 

6 

1 

1 


1 

4 

5 

3 
8 

21 

28 

1 

/] 

4 

1 

1 

2 

3 

7 


3 

3 


2 


1 

19 


1 

1 

8 

4 
1 

5 


1 

7 

9 

3 

15 

62 

3 

10 

8 

6 

2 
2 
2 
8 

12 


6 

3 


3 

31 


prevalence  AnD'  COaTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

AT^T’''~CTrnTA'IlITnig'  Di'g'ER'gE'g'. 

The;  following  table  sets  out  the  cases  of  notifiable 
diseases'  that  occurred  in  the  Kur^.l  District  during  1944. 

The  table  is  drawn  up  after  making  the  necessary  amendments 
to  the  original  notif ications  owing  to  corrections  in 
diagnosis  by  either  the  practitioners  or  the  Medical  Officers 
at  the  Isolation  Hospitals : ~ 

Disease 

Acute  Encephalitis  Leth' rgica 
ACute  Poliomyelitis 
C e r e "b  r 0 - s p i na  1 Me  n i ng  i t j.  s 
Dipht^heria 
IDysentery 

Enteric  Fever  (including  paratyphoid) 
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Erysipelas 

2 

I.ial..ria  (contracted  abroad 

) 7 

Ivieasles 

80 

Ophthalmia  Heonatorum 

1 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

Sc.^rlet  Fever 

41 

Small  Po.x 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

57  ■■■ 

207 


Small-Dox  cont--^ctG. 

During  the  pust  few  one  or  ciorc  cases  of  stnall- 

pex  have  crisen  on  hoard  a nirnher  of  hornew  rd  hound  ships. 
Contacts  , of  such  cases  who  a_>-e  allowed  tc  'proceea  to  their 
destine, tiens  aro  kept  under  surveillance  for  i.:  period  of 
14  da^'s  after  .-rrival . 

This  nfiCst  important  precaution  has  necessitated  a 
considerable  number  of  visits  to  contacts  whose  hemes  are 
in  the  Ruro-l  District. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who 
completed  '.i  course  of  immunisation  during  the  pear:- 


xxge  under  5 y'sars 

.ige,  .5  - 15  ye..rs 

! i'O'tal  I 

275 

143 

I 1 

! '418  1 

1 1 

The  percent,fge  of  the  child  population  in  the  Rural 
District  considered  immunised  at  the  end  of  the  were:- 

Under  5 t'^^ars  - Jl% 

' 7-15  years  ~ 85?o 

iT-s  in  previous  years  each  village  or  a- ■ special,  centre 
serving  groups  of  villages,  was  visited  once  to  twice  during 
the  year,  or  whenever  there  were  sufficient  childj’en  to 
warr,..nL  a specia,!  visit,  fne  work  is  not  easy  to  _.rrange 
in  a scattered  rural  area,  and  I am  extremely  grateful  for 
the  assistance  and  enthusiasm  I have  received  from  District 
i.urses.  School  Teachers,  an.:,  voluntary  helpers. 

The  best  method  of  protectioii  is  to  give  each  child 
two  imraunising  injections  at  one  year  of  age,  and  a third 
reinforcing  injccti-^n  early  in  school  life. 

• dubcrculosis . 

There  were  27  cases  of  inspiratory  and  7 cases. cf 
n on-re spir.:.L cry  tuberculosis  xiotificd  during  the  year. 

Scabies . 

The  number  of  Rural  District  cases  of  scabies  treated 
at  tne  Old  Isolation  Hospital  was  as  follovys:- 

'idale  .xidults  15 
Femdle  ixdults 
Children  124 


177 


No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  treatment  arrange- 
ments which  continue  to  function- satisfactorily? . 

The  total  number  of  cases  treated  is  again  less  than 
the  previous  y?ea,r,  a satisfOLCtory  position  theit  also  exists 
in  adjacent  districts. 

S-mi'j  I'T-ziRV  CI.R,CUi\iST-rt.i\iC£S  OF  I'h£  xi.  • 

Water  ' 

The  piped  water  supply  of  the  Bridgwater  hural  District 
is  derived  from  springs  in  the.Quantock  Hills. 

There  are  a number  of  sources  of  supply?  of  Wxhich  'the 
following  are  the  chief 

1.  Willoughby?,  which  is  considerably?  ..o.i^mented  by 

bulk  supply?  from  the  ^.xshford  Reservoir 
(Bridgwater  Borough) 

2.  nether  Stovvey? 

3.  Bridgwater  Borough  also  supplies  direct  from  the 

xishford  Reservoir,  an  area  of  the 
aural  jhstrict  including  Co/nnington 
and  Oomodon. 

In  addition  there  are  the  following'  small  supplies 

Fiddington 
Go at hurst 
Thurloxton 
knantock  Sanatorium 

It  will  be  seen  tnat  there  are  no  less  than  seven 
sources  and  having  regcard  to  the  fact  that  dx.stribution  from 
small  independent  sources  ciMatcs  difficulties  of  control 
and  may?  not  be  really?  economic,  1 am  hopeful  that  a compre- 
hensive scheme  can  be  worked" out  to  cover  the  whole  district 
from  the  smallest  possible  number  of  reliabl  scu'-ces. 

In  general  the  supplies  are  fo.h.rly'  satisfactory?  in 
both  quality?  and  quantity,  but  distribution  of  the  main 
V/illoughby  supply  has  at  times  failed  in  the  more  distant 
parishes,  i.e.  the  Polden' Hills  area.  The  Council's 
Consulting  Engineers  coiTUxienced  their  survey  of  the  "water 
supply  of  the  whole  district  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
a preliminary  report  has  recently  been  received. 

The  three  major  supplies  - Willoughby,  Nether  Stowey, 
and  the  Bridgwater  Borough  supply  - are  chlorinated. 

Regular  bacteriological  examinations  can  be  summarised 
as  follows:- 

Willoughby  12  examinatiens  were  made,  :und  except  on 

3 occ..osions  when  a small  number  of  B.  coli 
suggested  incomplete  chlorination,  tne 
results  can  oe  considered  to  be  satisfactory. 

Nether  Stowey  1 3 examinations  v^ere  made  during  the  year, 
but  only  6 were  really  satisfactory . There 
was  no  definite  evidence  of  harmful  contam- 
ination, but  the  results  far  too  frequently 
suggest  inadequate  chlorination. 

Of  the  minor  supplies,  ‘whicn.  are  ...11  untreated,  twelve 
samples  were  taken  from  Fiddington,  Goathurst  and  ihurloxton 
respectively,  '.rhe  results  of  these  c-xmiiinat ions  were 
reported  as  satisfactory  in  eight  samples  fr  m 
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both  private  supplies 


Fiddington,  five  from  Goaojirst,  Lnd  fivu  from  fhurloxton. 
In  no  cose  was  there  an^  definite  evidence  of  harmful 
contamination  doing  present,  but  there  does  seem  to  be  a 
g:.sg  for  the  linloing-up  of  supplies  wherever  possible  as 
by  this  means  any  necessary  tre.-. Lmcnt  would  be  concentrated 
at  one  or  two  places  only*  It  is  my  opinion  that  only  by 
some  such  method  can  really  satisfactoiy  bacteriological 
results  b.  achievea.  I undGrst-..nd  tliat  the  Consulting 
Engineers  arc  giving  consid..-ration  to  th:.'  matter  in  their 


review  of  the  supply  througliout  the  district. 

Thv.  following  statistics  show  tho  oxtei:..  o.i  blic 
suppliv.s  in  terms  of  houses  and  population:- 

1.  Tot-.l  number  of  dwellings  in  the  aural  District  5460 

2.  Total  number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  public  4^25 

water  mniins  direct  to  the  houses  (82.9/o”) 

. Estimated  population  in  the  above  4525  houses  16963 

(87.9^0 

3.  Total  number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  public  22 

water  mains  by  means  of  stand-pipes  (0.4^) 

Estimated  population  in  the  above  22  houses  82 

i0.42fo) 


Sewage  Disposal 


I nave  received  the  lollowing  report  from  hr.  L.3. 
Clatworthy,  Engineer  and  Survey- or  of  the  Rural  Jistrict:- 

"i\o  extensive  works  Were  canab.d  out  during 
the  year  but  various  lengths  of  old  se'wcrs  were 
repaired  or  relaid  as  occasion  demanded. 

In  December  1944 ^ i.iessrs.  Lemon  & Dliazard;  the 
Council's  Consulting  Engineers  commonced  their  survey  of 
the  vVater  Supply  and  Sewerage  of  the  whole  district  and 
their  preliminary  report  is  avvaited." 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  .area . 

Tiie  records  given  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  inspector's 
report  show  the  number  of  insanitary  conditions  Cioait  with. 


HOUSING. 


During  the  year  the  Council  formulated  a First  Post-war 
Housing  Programme  which  provides  for  the  erection  of  15O 
houses  in  various  parishes  in  the  District.  The  proposals 
huvG  received  Lhe  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  acquisition  of  the 
ne  c 6 s sary  sites. 

report  prepared  b^  th.e  Rural  Housing  Sub-nommiitee 
of  the  Central  Housing  r.uvisory  Committee  entitled 
"Rural  Housing"  will  probably  favourably  affect  rural 
housing  programmes  in  the  :^’uture . Local  interest  in  this 
oxcellent  report  vvas  consiuurably  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  Sir  ^i.rthur  Hobhouse  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Sub- 
committee responsible  for  its  production.  The  recorxmend- 
ation  that  in  each  county  there  should  be  set  up  a Joint 
Committee  consistixig  oT  representatives  of  all  ihc 
Rural  District  Councils  in  the  county,  and  of  the  County 
Council  in  its  health  and  housing  capacity  and  other 


representatives  of  bodies  int.erestcd  in  housing,  was 
implemented  towards  the  end.  ;of  the  ;year;  and  iii 
addition  special  Sub- Commit  tees  dealing  witii  housing 
standards,  Jlural  District  housing  surve;^'S,  bu 
labour  and  materials,  and  reconditioning  were  j.ori-'.,^u 


ElviEitGEu  Df  i / QPJv . 

During  the  :y'ear  the  Health  Department  continued  to 
deal  with  a large  amount  of  v/ork  in  connection  with 
Civil  Defence,  Evacuation,  and  other  aspocts  of  war  work. 

It  can  now  be  recorded  that  a scheme  was  arranged 
and  worked  jointly  with  the  Bridgwater  Borough  Council 
to  cope  with  the  possibility  of  numbers  of  civilian  war 
deaths  arising  from  enemy  action.  In  additioiri  to 
emergency  mortuaries  within  the  Borough,  five  buildings,  . 
each  approximately  four  to  five  miles  outside  the 
Borough,  were  set  aside  for  use  as  emeigency  mortuaries. 
Equipment  was  obtained,  and  a volunteer  Emergency  mortuary 
Squad  formed,  i^rrangements  were  also  made  for  the  latter 
to  be  reinforced  by  a Mortuary  Flying  Squad  from  Bristol 
if  required. 
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AWiMU.iL  REPOxRT  OF  i'HE  CHIEF  Ii\SFEuTOxi 

FOR  1944. 


I/ir.  Chairmcon,  Mrs.  Forshaw  & Gentleuien, 

I beg  to  submit  nty  Annual  Report  for  the  ^ear  ending 
31st  December,  1944. 

This  Report  is  again  ver^'  much  abbreviated  and  should 
be  considered  onl^'  as  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
duriiig  the  year. 

Complaints  and  Nuisouices. 

The  number  of  couiplaix.ts  irivestigatcd  during  the  year 
was  82,  a decrease  of  11  on  the  previous  year.  In  many 
cases  nuisances  were  abated  as  the  result  of  informal 
action  but  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  9 Ab^.tement 
notices,  a decrease  of  6 on  1943*  Several  compla,ints 
were  found  to  be  not  justified  and  no  action  was  taken  on 
them. 

Of  the  nuisances  found,  62  were  abated  during  the 
ysar,  although  considerable  difficulty  was  again  experienced 
in  getting  \/ork  carried  out,  owing  to  difficulty  in 
obtaining  materials  and  th^  shortage  of  labour.  In  many 
cases  it  necessary  to  extend  the  time  limit  set  out 
in  abatement  notices,  in  order  to  give  owners  of 
property  the  fullest  opporeunity  of  complying  vviol  -lotices. 
The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  nuisances 
was  332*  In  one  c^sg  Court  proceedings  were  instituted, 
and  the  Justices  made  a Nuisance  Order  and  an  order 
prohibiting  the  recurrence  of  the  nuisance. 

Ho us inn . 

Difficulty  v/as  also  found  in  getting  housing  repairs 
dealt  with,  but  in  a number  of  cases  minor  iv^pairs  and 
improvements  were  carried  out. 

The  general  condition  of  house  property  has  further 
deteriorated  during  the  year  and  it  is  evident  that  the 
lack  of  ordinary  maintenance  work  during  the  war  years 
v;ill  result  in  an  increased  number  of  comduiLnations  in 
the  near  future.  This  will  have  the  effect  of  increasing 
the  serious  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  in  the 
District . 

During  the  year  eleven  Certificates  of  Essentiality 
were  issued  in  respect  of  work  on  thirteen  houses  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  £3,547*  Several  o.pplications  for 
Certificates  of  Essentiality  rmd  tc  be  refused  by  reason 
of  the  fact  that  the  proposed  v/ ork,  although  obviously 
essential  and  urgent,  did  not  come  within  the  scope  of 
th*^  scheme  as  set  out  in  Ministry  of  health  Circular 
Ho.  2871. 

Housing  (Rural  Vvorkers)  xict  • 

88  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  01  cbtamiing' 
Certificates  of  Compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
x-s.cts-  In  a number  of  c-ses  some  uX-ixitenance  work  was 
found  to  be  necessary  and  owners  vvcrc  pressed  to  have 
this  carried  out.  In  addition  a number  of  queries  as 
to  letting  to  other  than  rural  workers,  charging  more 
than  permitted  rent,  etc.  were  dealt  with. 
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Tne  number  of  houses  inspected,  under  the  Housing  Acts 
was  51*  2 houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation 

and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost 
and  Demolition  Orders  v/ere  made  by  the  Council  in  both 
cases . 


Overcrowding.  . 

Six  new  cases  of  overcrov^ding  were  discovered  during 
the  year,  five  of  which  were  abated  by  informal  action. 

In  the  remaining  case  the  overcrowding  only^  amounted  to 
half  a unit  and  in  view  of  v/ar  conditions  the  Council 
decided  to  take  no  formal  action  in  the  case. 

Bakehouses . 


Nineteen  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses.  Informal 
notices  served  were  duly  complied  with. 

General  Sanitation. 

The  following  improvements  were  carried  out,  generally 
as  the  result  of  informal  action; - 


W.C.’s  34 
Baths  11 
Sinks  • 20 
Drainage  Sy s terns  22 
Lavatory  Basins  12 
Chemical  Closet  1 


ConnecLions  to  water  main  6 
A number  of  other  minor  improvements  were  also  carried 

out . 


Meat  and  Food 

Every  effort  was  made  during  th^  year  to  maintain  the 
regular  inspection  of  meat  and  other  food  at  retail  shops 
and  136  visits  v^/ere  made  for  this  purpose. 

It  is  also  the  practice  to  inspect  the  meat  of  animals 
killed  for  home  consumption  under  licences  issued  by  the 
Food  Control  Committee,  and  in  view  of  the  percentage  of 
animals  found  to  be  diseased,  this  practice  has  been  found 
to  be  justified.  38?  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

I give  below  details  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year 
Beasts . 

1 Bovine  carcase  and  organs. 

1 Calf  carcase  and  organs. 

34  Ibsrbeef. 

3 hindquarter  of  beef. 

3 heads  and  tongues. 

4 livers. 

1 set  lungs ... 

1 stomach  and  intestines. 

Sheen. 

3 carcases  and  organs. 
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Pigs « 


1 c^rc -so  r.nd  org;-Lns . 

20  hoods  -nd  tongues. 

11  nics enterics  end  ix'itcstinus . 
7 plucks . 

4 sets  lungs. 

1 liver. 

Other  Feeds. 

281  tins  of  v-j-rious  foods. 

2 lbs.  cheese. 

2 cv/ts . 29  lbs  . sug-'-r. 

4 lbs*  oiscuits. 

1/iilk  and  D'-iries . 


The  number  of  inspections  ce-rried  out  during  the  yeor 
VvOs  57s ^ ^ decrease  of  10  on  the  previous  year. 

The  production  of  milk  is  still  being  carried  out 
under  very  great  difficulties,  cond  this  is  no  doubt  the 
reason  why  the  standard  of  cleanliness  is  st  '.'l  ■i't  all 
that  could  be  desired.  The  delay  between  th.  one 
milking  and  collection  of  the  milk  from  farm  premises  - in 
some  ca.ses  as  much  as  five  hours  ™ is  a very  regrettable 
feature,  and  is  luidoubtedly  the  cause  of  souring  in  many 
instances,  particularly  during  periods  of  humid  weather. 

*1.  system  has  now  been  introduced  wiiereby  the  Sanitary 
Inspector's  opinion  is  sought  before  lo  new  entrant  into 
milk  production  can  dispose  of  his  milk  to  the  ivnlk 
marketing  Board.  This  arrangement  is  welcomed  as  it  gives 
an  opportunity  to  see  that  an  applicant's  premises  are 
suitable  and  his  method  of  production  satisf-actory  before 
he  is  given  permission  to  sell'  his  milk.  V/here  buildings 
are  unsatisfactory  but  can  be  made  fit,  it  is  the  practice 
to  give  temporary  permission  on  the  applicant  giving  a 
written  undertaking  to  carry  cut  all  necessary  v.-ork 
within  a stated  time. 

The  number  of  producc:^s  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
1944  ;^-as  8O7  including  138  producer  retailers.  The  number 
of  producers  of  T.T.  milk  was  19  and  there  were  also  29 
producers  of  xh.ccredited  milk.  The  number  of  retail 
purveyors  of  milk  was  16. 

The  sampling  of  designated  milk  was  continued  during 
the  year,  163  samples  of  T.T.  and  xi.ccrcdited  milk  being 
taken. 

27  samples  of  milk  w'.erc  '^akon  for  testing  for  the 
v-resence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  and  I sample  v;  s .f  'und  to 
^ive  a positive  result,  -appropriate  action  w 3 u^.hen  in 
this  c^se  by  the  County . Council . 

39  new  registrations  were  granted  during  the  ^ear, 

36  for  wnolesale  purveyors  and  3 for  v/holescile  and  retail 
purveyors . 

The  efforts  mo.de  to  get  improved  conditions  at  dairy 
farms  during  the  year,  produced  the  following  results 


New  cowshed  floors  and  improved  drainage  11 
new  cowsheds  ...  ...  . • • 4 
new  dairies  ...  ...  • • • 9 
main  water  supply  to  cowsheds  ...  2 
Cowsheds  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  3 
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LioveabI  c Dvvellint?s 


Ccnsiderable  difficulty  vvas  ex^jerionced  during  the 
year  in  the  supervision  of  lacveable  dwellings  V'Ceupied 
seasonal  wa:rkers  such  as  pea  pickers  and  fruit  pickers. 

These  workers,  who  are  usually  of  the  gipsy  type,  are 
employed  by  fruit  and  vegetable  dealers  who  permit  them  to 
camp  in  fields  which  are  owned  by  the  dealers.  The  workers 
have  their  own  move;.;,ble  dwellings,  and  the  dee.lcrs  usually 
provide  rougjh  sanitary  co„veniences  of  the  bucket  or  pit 
type.  The  houbits  of  these  workers  are  often  objectionable 
and  they  usually  fail  to  use  cn^'  sanitary  conveniences 
which  may  be  pro-vided  for  them,  with  the  result  th^t  the 
camp  and  its  surroundings  become  extremely  f ul . These 
vvorkers  are  usually  in  the  district  from  may  dj  ..u-ust 
each  year  and  many  complaints  are  received  from  residents 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  camps. 

72  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  oomection 
with  moveable  dwelliiigs  and  one  prosecution  wo.s  ’ 
instituted  against  a dealer  for  permitting  cmaping  for 
more  than  42  consecutive  duys  without  being  in  possession 
of  a licence  authorising  the  land  to  be  so  used.  The 
case  was  dismissed  presumably  because  the  Justices  did  not 
consider  that  continuous  occupation  for  42  days  had  been 
proved.  This  evidence  is  extremely  hard  to  get  as  locd 
residents  are  rarely  prepared  to  give  evidence  in  these 
cases  however  muen  they  may  be  aggrieved  by  the  presence 
of  the  gipsies. 

Infectious.  Diseases . 

67  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 

99  visits  being  made  in  coiiiiection  with  infectious  diseases. 

Verminous  Premises . '' 

21  visits  were  made  to  verminous  premises  and  6 
dwellings  were  treated  for  vermin;  in  additicui  30  visits 
were  made  in  connection  with,  rodent  infestation. 

Civil  -UGfencG. 

Some  relaxation  in  Civil  Defence  duties  v/as  permitted 
towards  the  end  of  the  year,  but  a consideraol^.  m unt  of 
time  wias  spent  on  this  work,  particularly  during  -xUyust 
when  a further  contingent  of  evacu-ees  wis  received  in  the 
district,  assistance  was  also’ given  in  December  wh^-n  a 
number  of  evacuees  returned  tc  their  homos. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Fershav/ 
and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.ii  • Ivj^'viT t.L!j 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspi^Gtor. 
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